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By JULES WITCOVER

0f The Sunday Patriot-News
1&’ashingf.on Bureau

“0il. THAT mine adversary had written a
ok Toh $:35.

THY, WHOLE, bem‘ocrntic Party,

#iong with President Kennedy, .can bé'

=xrased if they auote this passage from -
the Bible in.light of the chief contro-

sy growing out of former Vike
Presudent’s new effort, “Six Criges.”

No o a's acéusation that Kennedy had
nred w ULA briet mg on the 1mpendmg .
Lothan ypvasiob in campmgn orato.v
shapes 'poas an election-year bonus for
thie Dievocrats,

THH KENNEDY  Administration's
kundhing of the affair figured to occupy
4 mawr portion of Republican criticism
this fati, but the Nixon book, in addi-
flicn te drawing a defense of Kennedy
from former CIA Director Allen Dulles,

wmay well serve to blunt the. persuasxve- .-

ness.of the GOP attack. g b

In :he first place, it nails down be- .
vond 8 douht the fact the Cuban affair
had trs genesis in the EisEnhower Ad-
ministrazion,

Secandly, it records in Nixon's own
words an admission of his extensive in-
, :"\'rm"‘ a1t in the high-level discussions

<ading 1o the decision to arm and train
the Cuban exiles, .

Third, it emphasizes Nixon's own
position that the decision to launch the
aiti-Casiro  attemnt was correct, and

that the error was net in using force
2t sl bie in not fommxttmg enough o

\!n

TU- THIRD l?"(_!n\"r fs likely to
pravias consrderablgi\ndder for the cam-
sign el (“s fali. \mth chubluans
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. paign TV debates will: nbt def.er them

.- Xt was ot Jecessary o ,;ahg

"argumg thnt thc original decls!on to use

Jof U.S, treaty commxtméii‘ﬂ!“ S

T
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force was right, but "thet~ nedy

doomed the mission by: fampg%{mgfveg

adequate” air z.uppo t

The Dcmocratsz particulaﬁy the lxb- A
erals among them, -are llkely to “fake §

the line that Kennedy's'Jhistake 'vit,
not in failing to ‘use enough force’ but
in resotting to force at-afl-in 'nqlauon

~The fact Njxon himself put forward'
this very argument in- ot of ‘the cam-

fromm using it. After all, Nixon says in
the new book he was foréed by Kennedy
to take that position, in order to pro-
tect the Cuban plans “at alf costs.”

ALEREADY THE ADMISSIO\T by ¢
Nixon that he had to go to_the, “other:.
extreme” of what he really belicved is-
rekindling the old” “Tricky Dick™ critis
cisms that Democrats pe&dged so h‘ird
agamst him in 1960

other exti¥e o pt'otc\ét

they argue; he ‘could have doﬁt"to sm\’ g

ply by taking a’ mmcotﬂ‘&utrﬁ ﬁlln
But it was in charactcr, Democrlts

would have the voter belleder " that he }

chase to go all the way. attac ing Ken-

nedy for advocating & wrong and ir-

responsible” course that, it turned ont,
Nixon himself had advocated—pot in
debate, but at the hlghesf Ievel of na-
tional decision-making.

DEMOCRATS GENERALLY have |
considered” the Cuban fiasco their big-

gest campaign proble in the coming |
congressional elections. Now . they are §*
beginaing to fecl dyey will be hure lll N

%

right. hui not so m‘th as they had ex+
pectea before their lvcrsary wrotc thls
book. . - “t*
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